New populations of Dreissena polymorpha have been found in Tuscany in both 2003 and 2005. These findings indicate that the spread of D. polymorpha is still in progress and that this invasive mollusc continues to colonise Italian river basins.
In Italy, the first reference of Dreissena polymorpha (Pallas, 1771) was that of Giusti and Oppi (1973) in Lake Garda and since then this bivalve has been spreading almost all over North Italy in various river basins with an Adriatic drainage (Cianfanelli et al. 2007b) , while the central southern Italian inland waters were known to have been colonised in two sites in Molise (Bodon et al. 2005) and in only one site in a Tyrrhenian catchment (Lake Trasimeno, Spilinga et al. 1999) .
In July 2003 a new population of D. polymorpha was found in the artificial Lake Pavana (Figure 1 ) during a research survey on protected molluscan fauna in the Pistoia Province (Northern Tuscany, Central Italy) (Lori and Cianfanelli 2003) . This is the first record of the zebra mussel in Tuscany, even though it is located in the Reno hydrographic basin, one of the few Tuscan rivers with an Adriatic drainage. This small lake (0.08 km 2 ) originates from the dam of a hydroelectric power plant and is fed by the Stream Limentra di Sambuca, which constitutes the boundary between two regions, Emilia Romagna and Tuscany. Lake Pavana is one of a group of hydroelectric reservoirs in the same area in the south of Emilia Romagna, Lakes Brasimone, Santa Maria and Suviana, where D. polymorpha has been present since 1999 (Cianfanelli et al. 2007a) . Lake Suviana and Lake Pavana are linked by pipes that can occasionally pump water in both directions (Regione Toscana 2005), therefore we could expect the transfer of D. polymorpha, probably through its planktonic larvae.
In 2005 some specimens of D. polymorpha were noted by dam maintenance men at work in the Lake Bilancino (5.10 km 2 ) in the province of Florence, Tuscany (Figure 1 ). This artificial lake was planned to provide Florence with water and energy (hydroelectric power plant). As this reservoir was recently constructed (finished in 1995 and tested in 2002), Lake Bilancino represents a great opportunity for research into pioneer settlements of aquatic species, in particular non-indigenous ones. Besides This new settlement of zebra mussel is highly significant as it provides a second record for the Tyrrhenian drainage. It is possible to suppose that the route of D. polymorpha invasion will initially follow the course of the River Sieve, which drains from Lake Bilancino, and subsequently reach the Arno after its confluence 
